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MITCHELL GOURLEY  

Country: Australia  

Date of Birth: 6/2/1991  

Sport: Para Alpine Skiing 

 

 
Sports Career 

Paralympic Games:  5th in Alpine Super Combined Standing Men at 
Sochi 2024 | 5th in Alpine Super Combined 
Standing Men at 2018 PyeongChang | 6th in Alpine 
Slalom Standing Men at 2018 PyeongChang 

World Championships:  Gold in Alpine Super Combined Standing Men at 
2017 Tarvisio, Italy | Gold in Alpine Slalom 
Standing Men at 2019 Kranjska Gora, Slovakia  

 

With the IPC Athletes’ Council representing your views, I believe the influence of 
Para athletes can grow into a more powerful force for positive change. After 
almost 20 years as a Para athlete, I have the passion, skills and vision to help 
represent your views which is why I am asking for your support. I am passionate 
about how sport (and in particular Para sport) can make the world a better place 
beyond the field of play - sport provides an incredible vehicle for illuminating and 
solving complex problems.   

Sport and the Paralympic movement now have an opportunity, and indeed a 
responsibility, to have a broader impact on society and improve the lives of People 
with a Disability. Ensuring that sport has a broader socio-cultural impact - using 
sport as a vehicle to improve outcomes and build a legacy of:   

- Providing a platform for building social cohesion and inclusive communities - 
People with a Disability, new migrants, First Nations Peoples, LGBTQI+ and other 
marginalised groups  

- Inclusive and accessible infrastructure  

- Meaningful employment for People with a Disability  
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During my Para Alpine career, I have gained previous international committee 
experience having served as World Para Alpine Skiing Athlete Advisory Group 
Chair and Athlete Representative to the STC from 2015 until 2020 - where we 
developed an athlete representation model and worked closely with Universities 
in North America and Europe to drive research into both classification (for VI) and 
SL concussion risk (for Sitting classes).  

I am a foundation member of the Australian Institute of Sport’s Athlete Advisory 
Committee as its only Winter sport representative (from Para and Able-Bodied) 
since its inception in 2019, where we have worked collaboratively with athletes 
across 10 different sports on matters ranging from funding strategy to wellbeing 
services and initiatives tackling historical wrongdoings in sport.  

Since 2020, I have been a member of Paralympics Australia’s Athlete Commission, 
to which I bring a Winter Paralympic presence and viewpoint, sharing with and 
learning from our Summer Paralympic counterparts. As evidenced by my previous 
experiences, I love the challenge of bringing a different lens to challenging 
stakeholder environments to work toward solutions to complex problems.  

Outside of sport, my professional experiences span the professional services, high 
performance sport and not for profit sectors, with a focus on diverse stakeholder 
engagement, navigating complex systems and transforming attitudes towards 
disability inclusion in the workplace.  

Should I be elected, I would seek to strengthen the Paralympic voice on the 
Brisbane 2032 OCOG - working closely with members of the Paralympic movement 
on the OCOG Board and the IPC AC and relevant stakeholders to ensure that the 
Brisbane 2032 Paralympic Games has the greatest visibility and inclusion of 
People with a Disability at all operational levels (staff, volunteers, athletes, 
spectators) and has a meaningful impact on People with a Disability in Australia 
and beyond.  

Furthermore, I would continue to support the excellent work of the current IPC AC 
and Governing Board in championing the athlete voice and demonstrating the 
potential of an athlete-centric movement - something that I would advocate for 
and demonstrate the power of to our friends in the Olympic movement.  

I hope these experiences and motivations resonate with you and would welcome 
the opportunity to represent the diverse athlete cohort of Winter Paralympic sport 
and indeed the Paralympic Movement at large. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Why do you wish to run for the IPC Athletes’ Council?  

I wish to run to support the Paralympic Movement's wider socio-cultural impact for 
people with a disability - using sport as a vehicle to build social cohesion and 
inclusive communities.  
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What special skills, background and expertise will you bring to the IPC Athletes’ 
Council?  

Committee experience with WPAS, Australian Institute of Sport and Paralympics 
Australia. Professional experience in stakeholder engagement, navigating 
complex systems and inclusion in the workplace.  

 

How has sport impacted your life?  

Para sport has given me a place to belong and develop meaningful relationships 
all over the world. A place to challenge myself, grow and experiment. A place to 
fail and a place to come back stronger  

 

What is your vision for the IPC Athletes’ Council?  

I believe the influence of Para athletes can grow into a more powerful force for 
positive change. My vision is for the Paralympic Movement to make the world a 
better place through its athletes.  

 

What is the biggest challenge you have experienced as an athlete? How did 
you overcome it?  

Trying to live up to the expectations of others - something I overcame by 
identifying my values and self, helping me to understand that I can only control my 
own expectations. 


